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Conservation Charitable Trust

Welcome to the clubhouse of the Royal Corinthian Yacht Club
(the Club), the modernist Grade II* building which the Royal
Corinthian Yacht Club Conservation Charity Trust (the Trust) is
established to conserve and support. This brochure has been
prepared by the Trust to give to give brief details about the
Clubhouse’s history, design, architectural importance and access
arrangements. We hope you will come and visit the Clubhouse.

Modernist passage light and external spiral staircase linking
2nd floor and 4t floor Race Box.

The Architect: The Clubhouse architect, Joseph Emberton, was
born in Staffordshire in 1889 and known for his success as a
modernist architect between the two world wars. His
commissioned design for the Clubhouse won a RIBA Architectural
Medal in 1931 and achieved global recognition when it appeared in
the 1932 MOMA International Exhibition for Modern Architecture
in New York, defining the British Modernist Movement. Emberton
is well known for many other designs —the British Empire Exhibition
Halls at Olympia, the HMV Building in Oxford Street and the
departments stores, Simpsons of Piccadilly and Timothy Whites in
Southsea, to name but a few.

Joseph Emberton and the RIBA plaque beside the front dc}or..

The British Modernist Movement: “Rejecting ornamentation and
embracing minimalism, modernism became the single most
important style or philosophy of architecture and design of the 20th
century.” (RIBA). The key characteristics of British Modernist
Architecture became: the absence of ornamentation, form
following function, use of flat roofs, white render, ribbon windows,
open plan interiors, an emphasis on light and efficiency and the use
of new materials, such as concrete, steel and glass. The Clubhouse
demonstrates all of these attributes and at the time of construction
of this striking building, must have caused controversy in this
otherwise quiet Essex waterfront town.

Building design and construction: Emberton was commissioned in
1929 by the Club Commodore, Philip Benson to design a purpose
built Clubhouse for the sailing community in Burnham, to include:
members accommodation, 100 foot balconies on three floors to
view the river, dining and lounge areas for both men only and
mixed genders, a lounge bar, library, billiards room, cards room, a
hands shelter (now a wet changing room), toilets, a kitchen and
on the top floor of the Clubhouse a race box for starting and
finishing races. As you can imagine some of those rooms have
been repurposed over the years to match societal changes in class
and gender and the needs of the membership. The Clubhouse

design received members approval in February 1929, planning
permission in June 1930, the first piling started on 315t December
1930 and it was officially opened on 25t July 1931. The original
budget for the construction was £12,500 half of which was raised
by the issue of bonds.
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Original Emberton design presented to merﬁbership.

In 1971 the Clubhouse was Grade II* listed by Historic England for
its ‘architectural and historic interest’. It’s sometimes forgotten
that it is entirely positioned on the seaward side of the seawall,
half supported by the wall and half by reinforced concrete piles
driven into the river bed.

History of the Club: The Club started in Erith but moved to its first
clubhouse in Burnham in 1898. Since the move, the Club has
provided amateur racing on the Rivers Crouch and Roach, for over
125 years. In the 2" WW the Clubhouse was taken over by the
Royal Navy who bricked up some of the windows and removed
some internal walls, giving the near open plan environment that we
still have today. In the early days, racing was the sport of wealthy
owners of racing yachts with professional crews but the sport has
developed over the years to be one of varied crafts with sailors of
all genders, age and finances.

The clubhouse was used as HMS Sf Mathew during WWII and camouflaged.



FG ‘Tiny’ Mitchell Commodore at time of construction; half models; trophy
cabinet and; signed Giles cartoon.

Inside the Clubhouse: All the benefits of modernist design are
evident with its open plan interior, bathed in light via floor to ceiling
windows giving outstanding views of the River Crouch. The
Clubhouse has a wealth of architectural detail, sailing memorabilia,
paintings and trophies. The Trophy cabinet on the first floor has
trophies for races from offshore to dayboat to dinghy racing to
Burnham Week, including the famed Town Cup. Also, in its security
protected glass cabinet in the foyer, sits the Endeavour Trophy.

THE ENDEAVOUR TROPHY
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The Endeavour Trophies for dinghies and keelboats.

The Club now: Fulfilling the Clubs 1929 ambitions, the Club
continues to be one of the foremost sailing clubs on the East Coast
hosting many local and national sailing events, including both the
Dinghy and Keelboat Endeavour Trophies. It’s a family club
embracing dinghies, keelboat racing and cruising sections and
holds Open Days to encourage new people into the sport plus
training days for all comers. If you are interested in joining the
Club please see the Clubs website for further details.

Visiting the Club: Whilst the Club is a private members club, it is
open to the public for drinks and dining on Wednesday and Friday
lunchtime and for regular Sunday carveries. There are many open
events to which non-member sailors can attend, including
competitors during Burnham Week. The Club also provides sailing
opportunities to all through Women on the Water and Sailing on
Saturday initiatives as well as Open Days.

For those who have an interest in Modernist Architecture and the
Clubhouse itself, the Trust can arrange tours of the Clubhouse by
contacting the Trust Office.

The Club has wheelchair access and a lift from the ground to first
floor. Details of how to get to the clubhouse and our opening times
are on the Trust Website.

Modernist architecture evident in the main staircase.

The Trust: The Trust was set up to preserve and enhance the
Clubhouse for the benefit of the public for years to come and for
the encouragement of reasonable public access to view its
historical and architectural features and its artefacts.

The Trust is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO),
registered with the Charity Commission for England and Wales
under Registered Charity Number: 1212878.

The Trust’s principle office is at:
The Quay, Burnham on Crouch, Essex, CMO 8AX.
Trust Website: royalcorinthian.co.uk

Telephone: 01621 782105

Fax: 01621 784965

E-mail: RCYCCCT@rovyalcorinthian.co.uk

Please reference the Trust when calling, faxing or emailing.

The Trust has already contributed towards the restoration of the
lower balcony and future projects include: balcony tiling, the
seaward steps and possibly the roof of the building. The Trust
thanks all those who regularly contribute towards the Trust’s
objective to preserve this wonderful old building.

How to donate: If you are interested in donating please use either
the cash collection boxes on the bar or make credit or debit
donations to the Trust via our use bank details below. For
donations by Will or larger donations please see the Trust Website.

The Trust is registered with HMRC for Gift Aid and Gift Aid
declarations are available in the Trust Office. All donations are
gratefully received.

Thank you for your interest and support of the Clubhouse.
Royal Corinthian Yacht Club Conservation Charitable Trust
Metro Bank

Sort Code 23 05 80
Account Number 56103201

Complied by the Trust, from the Club and public records.
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