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Otter News

ISSUE 22- 17TH AUGUST 2023

Otter Week 2023 round-up, news from our traveling
Otters and more!

Otter Week
Special




Beastie tour

BEASTIE Jin
Tu FRIDAY 1st September
_ 12:30 START
?)) | FEE: £20

WHERE: Blackwater
Sailing Club
For more details

#Otterweek2023

The six days of fun started off wet and windy - but our hardy slow handicap, fast

handicap and ILCA fleets were not put off!

After a fantastic start and in first position on lap one of the course, Eva Kennedy's
mast broke in what turned out to be a bit of an unfortunate run of luck for our Tera
sailors. With three out of the fleet of four's mast breaking in the first three days, the
Tera parents were busy mending and ordering to ensure their Otters could continue

racing throughout the week. Fortunately for the rest of the fleets, all the other
dinghies held up to the gusty winds and had 6 whole days of racing - a relatively rare
occurrence in the past few years!

Read on.... NEXT =
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SiFi awarded the Black Otter

“] had to sail six times around the world to get an award
at fancy dress night!”

At a presentation following the fancy dress judging, a very
special award was given to an ex-Otter who has had an
extraordinary sailing career. Simon Fisher very humbly
accepted his Black Otter award - presented by our Vice

President Rachel. Here's what Simon had to say about his time
with the Otters and what winning the Black Otter award meant
to him,

What a week! We're already
counting down to Otter week 2024 -
here's a run down of what our
Otters and helpers got up to over
the 6 days, with a write up from one
of our Otters.

NEXT »

H#OtterWeek2023



https://www.instagram.com/reel/CwFUXT0tgQj/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/sifisailing/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/sifisailing/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
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Amelia and Charlie's Cowes Success

Congratulations to Amelia and Charlie
for their huge success in the Isle of
Wight - Amelia topping the Eastie
Tera Pro board in 21st place and fifth
girl overall and Charlie finishing 29th
overall...read on

e of Wight 2023

"'the wind was too shifty and gusting
30 knots, people were capsizing left,
right and center"

Check out George's experience at the
ILCA/Laser Skills Week in Weymouth
2023 - and good luck for this week's

ILCA Nationals George!

#Ottersontour



https://www.instagram.com/p/BX33lZ9l4Qv/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D

How many times have you driven past the signs
for Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome and
wondered what is there? Now is your chance to
take a look as Otters and RCYC members are
offered 10% discount on entry prices during Aug
and September. 2 of the first world war planes on
display were designed by the Sopwith Aviation
Company owned by RCYC member and Endeavor
helm, TOM Sopwith.

The site is open Friday, Saturday and Sunday and
has a serious of exhibitions about the site which
is the most complete remaining WW1 site in
Europe and about the men and women who
worked there together with the brave actions of
the pilot who flew from Stow Maries to protect
London from bombing. The exhibitions include
full size replica, and reproduction, aeroplanes.
There is an on site café and dogs are welcome on
a lead.


https://www.stowmaries.org.uk/
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FRIDAY lIst September
12:30 START

FEE: £20

WHERE: Blackwater Sailing Club

The Friday of the Reid Scott will form part of the Beastie Tour,
a series of events for youth sailors at RCYC, RHYC, Dabchicks
and BSC. We welcome visitors who are competing in the
Beastie Tour, or others who want to come and enjoy the B.S.C.
hospitality. Races on Friday will count towards both the Reid
Scott and the Beastie.

Entry fee for visitors: £20 per boat (regardless of whether they
are doing the Beastie, or the full Reid Scott). Payable online in
advance or at registration.

Overnight camping is permitted on the BSC site on
Wednesday and Thursday evening.

Registration will open from 09:00 on Wednesday 30th, and
there will be a briefing at 09:45 in the lower deck.

On Friday 1st registration will open for the Beastie event at
10am, and there will be a briefing at 1100 in the lower deck.

After racing on Friday evening there will be a disco in the
cadet room and a 'bring your own meat' BBQ on the patio.

To book visit here.



https://blackwatersailingclub.org.uk/event-5290876
https://blackwatersailingclub.org.uk/event-5290876

HOtterweek2023

With mornings dedicated to racing and aiming for at least two races per day,
there was ample opportunity to make up points lost due to several sailors missing
the final mark in day two’s races — much to the frustration of the committee boat

and race crew!

Afternoons and evenings were just as busy, with a packed agenda of fun and

games including bowling, a magic show, a fancy-dress contest, task-master,

games night, raft racing, and new this year — a royal tournament.

The dinghy park field was transformed into a campsite that had a definite festival
vibe going on — with the rear of the field reserved for what turned out to be one of
the highlights of the week’s entertainment. Parents watched on in mirth as the
four teams raced each other to de-rig, transport under netting and over obstacles
to then re-rig two (fortunately very old) Optimist dinghies.

Our Otters (and Edwin!) looked fabulous in their fancy dress finery — all themed
with the letter S.. The Optimist Race fleet won with their SCRABBLE tiles which
spelled ‘OTTERS’ once scrambled! Well done to Charlie Wiggins who came up with
the idea.

After the fancy dress judging, a very special award was given to an ex-Otter who
has had an extraordinary sailing career. Simon Fisher very humbly accepted his
Black Otter award — presented by our Vice President Rachel. Here's what Simon
had to say about his time with the Otters and what winning the Black Otter award
means to him: Video forwarded to Tammy

Summer truly arrived on day five just in time for our water games day - a
brilliantly popular day with kids and parents alike, and where some very
imaginative and innovative methods of getting across the ‘tightrope of death’ were
devised!

Our final day saw a number of races in much milder winds — giving the young
sailors the full range of sailing conditions throughout the week. The AGM was held,
and next year's Flag Officers were elected. The week concluded with a wonderful
Prize Giving Dinner and Ceremony.

A huge congratulations to our winners and everyone who participated.
The awards followed a fantastic meal and were finished off with lots of dancing to
a disco — whilst all the guests, Otters and guardians were brilliantly looked after by

the RCYC house staff, as they had been all week.

Huge thanks to Sarah and the OMC who supported Ethan and his flag officers with
organising a truly memorable week of fun, sailing, and friendship.


https://www.royalcorinthian.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/results/2023/otters/Otter%2020230805%20Otter%20Week.htm
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Otter week 2023

By Archie Hutcheon

This was the first ever otter week where | helmed my cadet ‘Gone with the
wind’ in races, | felt so excited as | was sailing with my friend Xander who
was crew and we had never sailed together before. We completed lots of
races over the course of the week, we came third twice and our best race
was a was a second place. After racing had finished there was lots of fun
activities, such as Taskmaster, Bowling and Magic Dave that got the seniors
and the juniors working together as a team. Me, Xander and my brother
were on the red team. | enjoyed the ‘Royal tournament’ Oppie run but my
favourite activities were the water games and the inflatable raft race - it
was so much fun! It seemed that no sooner had otter week started it was
over and we were at the prizegiving dinner. During prizegiving Xander and |
were awarded the most improved cadet trophy (helm and crew). | also
received a trophy for being the youngest cadet helm. The real surprise was
receiving the most special of all Otter trophies — the biggest Otter trophy
there is for showing true Otter spirit. Wow, wow, wow it is huge! The Otter
Spirit (trophy) was given to me for helping my crew (Xander) and making
sure he was ok after we capsized our boat in the long distance race. We got
caught out with a big side gust and our boat capsized. Xander was pretty
worried by this, so | helped calm him down and made sure he was ok and
then righted the cadet. We decided it was best to retire from the race and
came back ashore. | was just being myself and did what | thought was right
to look after my friend when he was worried and that is why | got the otter
spirit. | am really proud to have received this special award and so happy to
be part of Corinthian Otters. | am sad that Otter week 2023 is over but am
really looking forward to next years Otter Week.




Day 2 was to concentrated on race starts with some down wind
sailing technics in the afternoon, which all went well and to plan. In
the evening we were split in to teams of 3 where we took partin
team racing in RS Zest's, i was placed in a team with Morty from
Mersea and Lewis the Midlands, i had a fantastic start but got
pushed off mark 1 and held back, we lost the race, but had a great
time.

As | am writing this half way through the week | don't know what will
happen on days 3, 4 and 5 but | do know that from last year we did
tacking and gybing on day 3, more starts on day 4 and some friendly
racing on day 5.

ILCA/Laser Skills week is great for anyone young or old sailing a laser
because you learn lots and you have people of all different skill
levels all joining up and enjoying sailing lasers, | would recommend
it to any otters moving in to an ILCA/Laser.

Next week I'm off to Hayling Island for the ILCA Nationals, I'm
looking forward to putting all my new skills in to practice, wish me
luck!



Amelia and Charlie's Cowes Success

Very windy weather greeted the 124 sailors taking part in this year's RS Tera
National Championships held at the Royal Victoria Yacht Club in the Isle of
Wight. Day One saw some anxious frowns on the faces of the safety team as
they decided whether the predicted 30 knot gusts were too strong for the
sailors aged 7-17. Following a briefing in the rain (happy holidays!) the
decision was made and out went both Sport and Pro fleets, with a very brief
appearance from the sun making the conditions look slightly less scary. A
steady stream of retirees and breakages, with sail numbers being shared via
the Main fleet what's app group, led to an extra nervous on-shore wait for the
parents - thank goodness for a well stocked bar!

Fortunately, the heavy weather sailing practice that Charlie and Amelia had
put in during the tricky conditions in Otter Week stood them in good stead
and they completed the two races and returned home with only six (mad)
capsizes between them. Stories of waves as big as children, slam jibes, near
misses and other tales of derring-do entertained us all at the welcome ‘fish
and chip supper’ that night. The wind lightened just a little bit on Day 2 which
allowed the race committee to catch up with their race tally. Five races were
held back to back in winds only reaching 24 knots (!) and all credit to the race
committee for a super quick turnaround of starts and finishes. This day saw
less retirees, less breakages and a few less stories of waves as big as small
people... Rain heralded the final day and the girls were really beginning to feel
the pace.

It was a relief to only have three races in comparatively good wind conditions.
The launch ramps for the Royal Victoria are literally just to the left of the slip
for the Isle of Wight ferry so it was quite something for spectators to watch
the 120 odd orange Tera sails return to the shore a final time alongside rhe
massive Wightlink craft with waving passengers and car alarms sounding!
Huge credit to the organisers for putting on such a fantastic event. Everyone
was super friendly and we were made to feel really at home. All the East Teras
put on a great show with Amelia topping the Eastie Tera Pro board in 21st
place and fifth girl overall and Charlie finishing 29th overall. We can really
recommend the Tera fleet as the perfect step on from Optimist sailing. The
families are super friendly and there is a huge fleet building up in Thorpe Bay
which is not very far away. Amelia’s Tera is for sale so anyone interested in
taking a look please contact Katherine via the otter members forum.



