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Continuing Obstructions

Yellow and Blue are sailing downwind on port tack, staying close 
to the shore to keep out of the current.

Blue is clear astern and establishes an overlap to leeward of 
Yellow.

At the moment Blue establishes the overlap to leeward of Yellow 
there is not ‘room’ for her to pass between Yellow and the shore.

Which boat is the Keep Clear boat?

Blue remains the keep clear boat, but now Rule 19.2(c)(2)
And Blue is not entitled to Room under rule 19.2(c)(1).

Blue does not break a rule by establishing the overlap, but she must keep clear (not cause Yellow to need to 
avoid her)  and cannot ‘lever’ Yellow from the shore.
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Continuing Obstructions

Yellow and Blue are sailing downwind on port tack, staying 
close to the shore to keep out of the current.

Blue is clear astern and establishes an overlap to leeward of 
Yellow.

At the moment Blue establishes the overlap to leeward of 
Yellow, we ‘stop’ Yellow and there is room for Blue to pass 
between Yellow and the shore and the imminent pier.

Which boat is the Keep Clear boat? Which boats must give 
room?

Rule 19.2(c) does not apply as there was room to pass 
between Yellow and the obstruction, so Blue becomes 
right-of-way. Rule 11

Blue must initially give Yellow room to keep clear [rule 
15], but Yellow must do her best to keep clear.

Blue is also entitled to room between Yellow and 
the obstruction under rule 19.2(b), unless Yellow 
is unable to give that room from the moment the 
overlap was established.

Provided Blue remains within the room to which 
she is entitled, she will be exonerated by rule 43 
if her luff to avoid the pier breaks rule 16.
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Continuing Obstructions

Yellow and Blue are sailing downwind on starboard tack, 
staying close to the shore to keep out of the current.

Blue is clear astern and establishes an overlap to windward of 
Yellow.

At the moment Blue establishes the overlap to windward of 
Yellow there is not ‘room’ for her to pass between Yellow and 
the shore.

Which boat is the Keep Clear boat? Which boats is entitled to 
room?

Blue remains the keep clear boat but now rule 19.2(c)(2).
And Blue is not entitled to Room under rule 19.2(c)(1).

Blue does not break a rule by establishing the overlap, but she must keep clear (not cause Yellow to need to 
avoid her)  and cannot ‘lever’ Yellow from the shore.
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Continuing Obstructions

Yellow and Blue are sailing downwind on starboard tack, 
staying close to the shore to keep out of the current.

Blue is clear astern and establishes an overlap to windward of 
Yellow.

At the moment Blue establishes the overlap to windward of 
Yellow, we ‘stop’ Yellow (at that moment) to judge if there is 
‘room’ for Blue to pass between Yellow and the shore.

If there is room for her to pass in safety, then rule 19.2(c) 
does not deny Blue room.

Blue is now entitled to room to pass the obstruction, 
including the room to gybe if that is necessary.

If Blue breaks rule 11 while she is sailing within the room to 
which she is entitled, rule 43.1(b) exonerates her.

After gybing, Blue becomes the right-of-way boat and 
Yellow is required to keep clear – and still give room. 

If Blue breaks rule 15 (giving room after acquiring 
right-of-way) while sailing within the room to which 
she is entitled, rule 43.1(b) exonerates her.

Blue may continue to sail away from the obstruction. 
As the boats have gybed after the overlap was 
established, she may sail above her proper course. 
Rule 17.
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Continuing Obstructions

Yellow and Blue are sailing downwind on starboard tack, 
staying close to the shore to keep out of the current.

Blue is clear astern and establishes an overlap to windward of 
Yellow.

At the moment Blue establishes the overlap to windward of 
Yellow there is ‘room’ for her to pass between Yellow and the 
shore.

Which boat is the Keep Clear boat? Which boat is entitled to 
room?

Blue remains the keep clear boat. Rule 11.
But this time, Blue is entitled to Room
• under rule 19.2(b) and 
• rule 16 as a result of the change of course by Yellow

If Yellow wants to stop Blue passing between her 
and the obstruction, she must be close enough to 
the obstruction at the time the overlap is 
established that there is no room for Blue to pass in 
safety.
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Continuing Obstructions

Yellow on starboard and Blue on port are sailing downwind, 
staying close to the shore to keep out of the current.

Blue is the keep clear boat (rule 10 port/starboard), but she is 
also clear astern as both boats are sailing more than 90 deg 
from the true wind. (Defn: Clear Astern, Clear Ahead, 
Overlap.)

At the moment Blue establishes the overlap to windward of 
Yellow there is not ‘room’ for her to pass between Yellow and 
the shore.

Which boat is the Keep Clear boat? Which boat is entitled to 
room?

• Blue remains the keep clear boat but the rule 
changes to  rule 19.2(c)(2)

• Blue is not entitled to room. Rule 19.2(c)(1)

If Yellow wants to stop Blue passing between her 
and the obstruction, she must be close enough to 
the obstruction at the time the overlap is 
established that there is no room for Blue to pass in 
safety.

Should Yellow gybe onto port after the overlap is 
established, the boats remain overlapped, Blue is 
still required to keep clear, rule 19.2(c)(2) and is not 
entitled to room, rule 19.2(c)(1).
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Continuing Obstructions

Yellow on port and Blue on starboard are sailing downwind, 
staying close to the shore to keep out of the current.

Yellow is the keep clear boat (rule 10 port/starboard) and Blue 
is clear astern as both boats are sailing more than 90 deg 
from the true wind.

At the moment Blue establishes the overlap with Yellow 
there is not ‘room’ for her to pass between Yellow and the 
shore.

Which boat is the Keep Clear boat? Which boat is entitled to 
room?

Blue was never required by any rule to keep clear. Rule 
19.2(c) does not apply.

Blue remains right-of-way and becomes entitled to 
room.

Yellow needs to gybe onto starboard before Blue 
becomes overlapped or luff away to keep clear.
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Continuing Obstructions
Summary at Continuing Obstructions – see rule 19.2(c) together with the other rules of Sections A and B of Part 2

There are quite a few permutations, even for just two boats (Blue and Yellow) sailing downwind close to continuing 
obstructions:

• Both on port;  both on starboard;
• Ahead on port, ahead on starboard; Ahead on starboard, astern on port;
• The obstruction changing ahead of them.

When Blue astern was also the keep clear boat and then becomes overlapped inside Yellow that was ahead…
• At the moment the overlap was established…. Stop Yellow! 

• If Blue cannot sail safely through the gap between Yellow and the shore:
• Blue remains the keep clear boat (even is she would otherwise become right of way) and is not entitled to room
• Blue cannot ‘lever’ Yellow from the shore
• This remains until they are no longer passing the obstruction

• If Blue would be able to sail safely through the gap between Yellow and the shore:
• Blue is entitled to room
• Blue remains entitled to room, even if the obstruction later requires the boats to alter course (a pier, maybe)
• Yellow cannot change course to force Blue into/onto the obstruction.

When Blue (starboard) astern was right-of-way and then becomes overlapped inside the Yellow (port) that was ahead…
• Irrespective of Blue being able to sail safely through the gap between Yellow and the shore:

• Blue remains the right-of-way boat and is entitled to room.
• If Yellow later gybes onto starboard, Blue remains entitled to room.


