
 

 
 
 

How I Discovered the Club and Why I Stayed… 

I was bought to the RCYC probably at about 6 weeks old, both my Grandad and Dad 

having sailed on the river for years in Cruisers and Squibs. Shockingly I only started 

sailing at the age of 9 after pestering my dad that I wanted to go on the river, as all of 

the other kids looked like they were having so much fun in their oppies.  

I started on the pond and then graduated to the river, not long after that I was asked 

to crew a cadet and that opened my eyes to competitive racing. We travelled all over 

the UK, to Poland, Italy and even ventured as far as Tasmania. Learning to sail was 

the best part of my child hood and I have made so many lifelong friends through it. 

While I was an Otter In 2015 I was voted to be commodore, it was an opportunity 

that gave me so much confidence and taught me so many skills which I have carried 

to university and now working.  

Even after going off to University I still came back in the summer to do the Super 

Saturday racing as it’s the most inclusive dinghy fleet with age ranges from 13 to over 

70, it’s always fun and slightly competitive at whatever end of the fleet you are at, plus 

it gives me a chance to race against and beat my dad which is always fun. At Uni I 

learnt how to team and match race which has been great and now the club has 

started to host keelboat league racing which I think will be amazing in the future. 

I think what has kept me here is the variety of sailing and other opportunities that the 

club offers for me and how welcome it feels to me and the friends that I bring down to 

take sailing. 

Scarlett Anderson- Otter and then Adult Member 

 


